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I. Introduction

Every Korean immigrant church in the US has its own pains and wounds
because they have forgotten its God-given calling and have failed to minister properly.
This thesis aims to discover what kind of ministry God wants while discovering and
understanding the pains and wounds of the congregation while ministering at Cleveland
Korean Presbyterian Church. Additionally, it aims to find a proper ministry approach to
break the cycle of distrust caused by the pain and wounds of the congregation to build a
church that God desires. Thus, the scope and limitation of this thesis is to diagnose the
issues and wounds of Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church to analyze what is necessary
for a proper ministry as a Korean immigrant church and overcome the challenges.
‘Three-Strand Bible Study’ that centers on the Word of God will be presented as the
proper ministry direction. The research will start with the awareness of the current issues

at Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church and deliver pastoral solutions.

II. Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church's Splits and Wounds
Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church is the first church established by Korean

immigrants in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1969 through sacrificial efforts and dedication during
the early years of immigration. The church has a long history of over 50 years and has

faced many difficulties and pain

A. History of the Splits and Wounds

Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church was founded on April 27th, 1969, when
Korean immigrants first held their monthly worship service at Miles United Presbyterian
Church in downtown Cleveland. It was their first worship service as a Korean church
with songs sung in Korean in the Cleveland area, and many shed tears of joy. At first,
the church operated around lay congregations as they were without a clergy minister. It
wasn't until July 1973 that Pastor Byung Hee Lee came as the first senior pastor. His
pastoral approach was on the passionate Spiritual Movement, and he held services during

the week and on Sundays. This Spiritual Movement functioned as a refuge and healing
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for the Cleveland immigrants who were bruised and hurt. But this Spiritual Movement
faced opposition from conservative congregation members and ended up in a church split
on October 2nd, 1977.88 This was the first split of Cleveland Korean Presbyterian
Church. In the 1980s, other denominational ministers began to move to Cleveland, and
churches of various denominations were being founded. In 1981, another split occurred,
forming a Methodist church centered around Rev. Chun Soo Jeong, who was an assistant
pastor at Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church at that time. In addition, a Baptist
church in 1983, a Church of the Nazarene in 1987, and a Kosin Presbyterian
denominational church were divided. One significant event was more recent where in
2016, there was an issue with a minister joining the denomination and ended up taking
with him around fifty church members and founding Cleveland Zion Community Church.
This split within the church in 2016 also involved legal disputes between members and
left deep scars to the congregation. Considering there are only about twelve Korean
immigrant churches in the Cleveland area now, it is noteworthy that most churches have

divided and split from Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church.

B. Congregation's lingering wounds and continued distrust

When the researcher first took office in 2018, there were only 12 elderly
members at the first worship service held at the church. Although the church had
fully equipped facilities such as the main sanctuary, education building, kitchen, and
fellowship hall because of its 50-year history, they were unused and vacant from
members leaving the church. The remaining members were still carrying the wounds
and pain from the past. The first and most visible wound was distrust. They had
no trust in the ministers and had no trust in believers. They could not trust the
ministers because they had been hurt repeatedly by ministers and fellow members
that they had entrusted. It had grown into an atmosphere where believers could not

trust those serving alongside them in the church.

88. 2e|2WE AR WS, “walAdAl Faj2ME IR e 2018, 10. 31.
<https://ckpc.us/bbs/board.php?bo_table=history> accessed by 2023. 2. 14
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III. The Necessity of Bible-Centered Ministry at Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church
Looking at the history of the church, there are definitely traces and evidence
of efforts made by previous pastors that served. The first pastor, Byung Hee Lee,
pursued a passionate style of faith centered around Spiritual Movement, stressing
tongues, corporate prayers, Spiritual experiences, and healing ministries. However,
focusing on the Spiritual Movement led to the split. Therefore, upon examining the
vision and the wounds of Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church, the fundamental
cause is the failure and absence of individuals™ life in the Word and the lack of

biblical identity, which only weakened the community's identity.

A. Need of Biblical Worldview and Missions

Professor Jung Yong Lee's Marginality: The Key to Multicultural Theology
defines the identity of Korean immigrants as beings who find themselves between two
worlds without being able to be integrated and thus destined to have a marginality of
living in between the two worlds.8 For Korean immigrants, living marginally in
Cleveland meant that the Korean church became a space where they could voice and
assert their opinions and arguments as well as a channel to satisfy their greed and
ambition of wanting to place themselves in the center. But this marginality only made
the disputes and conflicts even greater. The only way to have a proper centrality is to

seek a creation-minded center that places Jesus Christ in the center.

B. Need of Biblical Communal Identity and Servanthood
Due to the unique characteristics of the Cleveland area, there was a low influx
of Korean immigrants. Because of this, the relationships between the small Korean
immigrant population in the area have been significant. Unfortunately, minor issues in
relationships at the church have caused and led to church split, leaving much pain and
wounds. It was entirely due to the church’s failure to understand its identity as a church
community. They did not have a proper sense of community identity. Regarding this

characteristic of Korean churches, Professor Daesung Kim from McCormick Theological

89. o|d-&, ofx]EejE, (Ma:ixoloj|ut, 2014), 74.
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Seminary pointed out that a high number of attendances in Korean immigrant churches
is also due to the fact that they function not just as a place of faith and ethnicity but
also as a center for culture and educational needs. In other words, Korean churches have
a cultural and ethnic identity that takes priority over their identity as a community of
faith and belief.%0¢ The church has been busy addressing secondary needs as primary
needs while burying their identity as a biblical community. This led to a repeated cycle

of splits and pain over history.

C. The Necessity of Bible-centered Ministry

In order to be healed from the wounds and pains of the conflicts left from
the church’s past; to be transformed into a new church that God desires; and to
overcome the issue of the lack of calling and identity biblical community,
Bible-centered ministry is desperately necessary. It means that the Word will be the
center of the church, bringing transformation in the individual lives of the believers
and making small groups active in the Word and thus promoting newer, deeper
relationships between the believers. This Bible-centered ministry must be
comprehensive by affecting individuals, small groups, and corporate worship. It
means taking a step forward to be a church community that God wants and
delights in. In other words, the church should be led by the Special Revelation,
which is the Word.

IV. Theological Considerations for Three-Strand Bible Study

Many ministers have served in ministry dreaming of the kind of ministry
God desired. And as a result of their work, we as Christians, are now living in the
church communities enjoying the effects of the Gospel and salvation. Every pastoral
ministry has been different according to the time period and the target
congregations, changing and transforming in various ways over time. Although the
methods of ministry have changed, one foundational aspect remains unchanged: the

Word of God, which is the Special Revelation, the center of every ministry.

90. Aod, o]& ehlso] w2 Rolz of, (UE =) 2018, 5.
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A. Biblical models for Bible-centered Ministry
In the Bible, God calls out a person and transforms the community through
that person. It is a common phenomenon throughout the Bible. God works by
spreading His Word through the person it was given to. It is still true today. God
continues to search for those who will obey and dedicate themselves to sharing His

Word, and He gives them His Word to transform themselves and the community.

1. King Joisah's Rediscovery of the Scripture and Reformation of the

Kingdom of Israel
In the Bible, there are incidents where the Word of God was spread to the

community through an individual. One of those events was the revival movement that
occurred during the reign of King Josiah. King Josiah first had the intention to repair
and refurbish the temple. Then he discovered the forgotten scrolls containing the Word
of God. Upon hearing the news, King Josiah tore his clothes in repentance. Regardless
of his position and status, he thoroughly responded to the Word he had heard and put
himself under God’s authority. And with the Word he had heard, he made sure all the
people heard the Word as well, leading the Israelite community toward restoration. In
addition, all idols and pagan temples were destroyed during this time. The people
gathered together in Jerusalem to hold a grand Passover worship that had not been
observed before.9! In other words, a prominent feature of Josiah's revival was not only
the discovery of the Word of God, but the face that this influence did not stop with
Josiah the individual, but spread to all the people of Israel, leading them to break all
the pagan altars and idols in each region and observe the Passover. This case of King

Josiah’s revival movement from the Word, proclaiming the Word to the Israelites,92 and

91. Neither in the days of the judges who led Israel nor in the days of the kings of
Israel and the kings of Judah had any such Passover been observed. 23 But in the eighteenth
year of King Josiah, this Passover was celebrated to the Lord in Jerusalem. (2 Kings 23:22-23).

92. This is part of the researcher’'s Three-Strand ministry where the place of meeting
between the individual and the community is a place of worship and the proclaimed Word
spreads the personal Word to the community.
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then observing the Passover altogether is a perfect example of his ‘solitude’®3  before
the Word that led to ‘being together'94. These three elements of ‘solitude,’

‘proclamation of the Word, and ‘being together’ - are interconnected and Josiah's revival
movement is therefore recorded as a historical account of God's will being realized on

the earth.

2. Bible-centered Ministry in the Paul's Letter to Colossians

Paul wrote the Epistle to the Colossians while he was in prison. It presents a
vision of what the church should look like according to God's will amidst the confusion
and attacks from heretical teachings.95 Colossae was a multicultural and multiethnic area,
and therefore the Colossian church faced issues and confusion from variously diverse
thoughts and especially heretical influences. For this church, Paul emphasizes faith that
centers around Jesus Christ who is in all creation. In Colossians 3:16, there are three
stages of exemplary life of faith: first is to dwell abundantly in God's Word; second is
to teach and admonish one another; and the third is to give thanks to God and continue
worshiping with songs of praises..% This verse implicitly shows the proper ministry
direction that Paul was trying to communicate. The Protestant reformer, Spener, further
explains these principles in his work, Pia Desideria, using Colossians 3:16 about
church’s internal renewal.9? He emphasizes that life in the Word needs to be a top
priority and a prerequisite for the church to be renewed. Paul's dream for the Colossian
believers was for them to enjoy the blessings and grace of Christ's Word and share it

through worship and teaching.

93. According to Life Together by Bonhoeffer, an individual must live out their faith
before God first.

94. This concept found in Life Together by Bonhoeffer means that believers establish a
community to fulfill God's will by living together

95. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, ZE2MA Zdl, Zdd 9 (ME2: 7|FLEAM1UE], 2006), 74

96. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts. (Col. 3:16).

97. P. J. Spener, A3 @QF BABE A (ML 2| ARF CHO|HAE, 2009), 99.
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B. Bonhoeffer's Theological model for Scriptural Ministry
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian known for his theology of
Activism. His theology is relevant to the church today in that he believed that

individual faith must ultimately spread to the community

1. Community built on the Word: Sanctorum Communio

Bonhoeffer emphasized the importance of a community built upon the Word. He
asserted that the Word itself has both a social and communal nature, and the community
that is formed throughout history by the Word is the church. In Communio Sanctorum,
he defined the church as “God's new will to be with humanity” .9 In addition, he
maintained that the church community is the setting in which God continues His work of
creation through His Word. This shows the attitude that the churches should have today.

Furthermore, Bonhoeffer claimed that “the Word has a social character not only
in the beginning, but also to the end”.%9 It means that hearing the Word leads to
relationships and ultimately community. In other words, the Word does not remain only
with individuals but spreads to the community, and the community takes on a social
character as it follows the Word. It is crucial to note that Bonhoeffer was not saying
that the community is where the Word of God, His will, would be fulfilled. But instead,
he was saying that the Word itself has a communal nature.

Additionally, Bonhoeffer argued that the community identity, which is the church,
should function and live out in Jesus Christ and through Jesus Christ as ‘one
individual .100 It means that an individual can only exist through others and just as
personality is formed within a relational context, a Christian’s responsibility is demanded
through relationships formed in Christ. It is not only for an individual but also for the

community, which is the church.

98. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 4 2| W#*| 9AM, O|AA A (ME: iSt7| S WA Z] 2010), 125.
99. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 4 =9] nA], 140.
100. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 44 =2| WA, 83
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2. ‘Solitude’ and ‘Being Together': Life Together

Bonhoeffer wanted to actualize the new community movement that he
experienced at Finkenwalde Seminary from 1935 to 1937 with the pastoral candidates at
the Confessing Church. And with that experience, he wrote the book, Life Together. The
book emphasizes that the community must live together under the Word and discusses
ways of achieving that. Bonhoeffer claimed Christians can only live from “Word given
to us’ from “outside of us’.101 And the Word is primarily captured by the Word given
from outside before it is spread to others. In other words, a complete community is
possible through sharing the Word with one another and Bonhoeffer called this
“Gemeinsamen Andacht”102 or “worship community”. These worship communities,
according to Bonhoeffer, link both “solitude” and “being together” without separating the
two. Bonhoeffer argues through Life Together that individual solitude before God results
in togetherness with others and this process is accurately reflected in the communal
worship in the church. He believed such a life of worship ultimately fulfills the church’s

mission through service.

C. Bible-centered Ministry through Inductive Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study method is a methodology that extracts the essential
meaning of biblical texts by focusing on the evidence in the text and historical contexts.
It aims to achieve a more accurate and original interpretation.!03 In other words, it
involves deep reflection on the background and meaning of that biblical text to let the

Bible speak for itself.

1. Personal Life Transformed by Inductive Bible Study
Inductive Bible study involves observing and interpreting the text for oneself,

rather than relying on the interpretations of others, so that the Bible can speak for

101. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, ZH& Of2lf &0 Al= 4f, 23.
102. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, & Of2lf &0 At= 4f, 68

103. Hans Finzel, 7984 47 A7 A48 fze H2UY, 055 o
(A& 51,1994), 35.

A
[=]

A
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itself.104  To do this effectively, the most important aspect is to observe the text
correctly. Inductive Bible study seeks to discover the intention and meaning of God's
Word that is being communicated to us and then applying that understanding to life.
The idea is that the Word can transform our lives but this transformation can only
happen when we seek God’s heart and will, and allow our own thoughts and
perspectives to be changed by God's Word. In this sense, inductive Bible study starts
with finding the meaning and intention within the Word and continuing to lay down our

own thoughts, allowing God to transform us according to His purpose.

2. Community Transformed by Inductive Bible Study

In the New Testament, the word for “church” is “ekklesia”, which is a
compound word of the Greek “ek’, meaning “out’, and “kaleo”, meaning “to call’,
which refers to a “called-out, summoned assembly”.105 This term originated from the
“meeting of the people” of the ancient city-state of Agora. The calling refers to God’s
calling and promise and the church exists for the sake of that calling. In other words,
the church can be renewed when it understands and interprets God's calling before
anything else. This means that the power to transform a community is not in people’s
efforts but dependent on how much people understand God’s calling. Only through the

Bible, the Special Revelation, can the church be renewed and transformed.

V. Three-Strand Bible Study for Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church

Based on the theoretical discussion of the Scripture-centered ministry
presented in the previous chapter, here is the Three-Strand Bible Study. The
Three-Strand Bible Study expands the inductive Bible study methodology to spread
the study of the Word beyond individual's meditation to the community as a whole,
incorporating the spreading of the Word into ministry. This methodology requires an

integrated ministry process that encompasses all stages of the process together. The

q (K&

for

104. David R. Bauer & Robert A. Traina, HEWHA AFZAL, <A
CLC,2014), 41.

105. Hans Kiing, 3], A A (HE: FSEHHAL, 2014), 41,
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Three-Strand Bible Study can be summarized as follows

Three-Strand Bible Study

Word of Revelation (Solitude) Proclaimed Word Shared Word
Stlas;e ond Stage 3rd Stage (Corporate  Worship) (Being Together)
Understanding
the flow of the
Svstemat Word
ystematic Parasraph
X grap
Reading Division Community that

Minist 1vi th P
Verse Alone

Finding God

Ob§ervat Meticulous Finding the
lon Reading Emphasis
New Finds
God's
Perspective : Discovering “Being
1st-Person Protagonist's Pcr:oclalrnted \}VV orclll.at Together” through the
Perspective Perspecti orporate Worship Word
X pective
Reading ,
3rd Person s
Perspective
Contextually appropriate
Interpretation
Interpret .
e God-centered Interpretation
Text-based Interpretation .
X i Word empowered through | Invitation to Being
Word-centered Application the Holy Spirit's Presence Together”
Applicati Me-focused Application
on

Specific Application

This Three-Strand ministry holistically interconnected with one another,
activating the Word of Revelation (Solitude) and proclaimed Word (Corporate
Worship) through shared Word (being together). An individual's received Word of
Revelation does not end at the individual, but influences the proclaimed Word

(Corporate Worship) as well as shared Word (being together). From this perspective,
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this pastoral methodology is holistic and interconnected. Therefore, the researcher of

this study aims to evaluate and lay this Three-Strand Bible Study.

A. ‘Solitude’ before the Word: Personal Bible Study
In Three-Strand Bible Study, Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church will list
the Bible passages to be meditated for that week in advance in the weekly bulletin,

allowing the believers for a time of “solitude” before the Word.

1. Three-Strand Personal Bible Study 1: Observation

a. Biblical Observation 1: Systematic Reading
Systematic reading is a process of organizing basic paragraph structures
contained in the Bible from a personal perspective. By grasping the structure within
the Bible through systematic reading, one can observe the Word with a new
perspective.
b. Biblical Observation 2: Meticulous Reading
Meticulous reading means to observe God's heart that is present in every
verse and word. Through this, we discover God's hidden messages in deeper places.
It is like finding a hidden picture by searching for the words' meaning in the
context and passage. We discover the message that God has given us now by
searching for the meaning of the words found there.
c. Biblical Observation 3: 1st Person’s Perspective Reading
Ist-person perspective reading is a method of studying the Bible by entering the
story and understanding its content and development from the viewpoint of the person
mentioned in the text. It is not about changing the progression or the content of the
text, but rather about changing the perspective from which the text is viewed.1% In
other words, it involves reading the events of the Bible from the perspective of a

witness who was present at the scene and then retelling the scene in the Bible from the

106. Haddon W. Robinson & Torrey W. Robinson, 191%] U2ig|E Hu, AL o (A
=1 oA, 2004), 25.
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perspective of one of the characters involved.107

2. Three-Strand Personal Bible Study 2: Interpretation
The Three-Strand personal Bible study method allows for a deeper
understanding of the Word's meaning by observing and interpreting it. The
interpretation step serves as a mirror, reflecting the Word upon one’s own life. In
interpretation, it is crucial to connect the meaning of the Word with life’s
relevance. There are three central aspects to interpretation: context-appropriate,

God-centered, and text-based.

3. Three-Strand Personal Bible Study 3: Application
The final step of the Three-Strand personal Bible study method is
application. In terms of Bible study, application is the final punctuation mark of

observing the Word, interpreting its meaning, and practicing it in life.

B. Proclaimed Word through Corporate Worship
God allowed worship to be an essential tool in spreading the Word.
Worship is not a time to listen to the preacher’s interpretation of the Word, but a
time of meeting with the Word and receiving the Word given to self, and

experiencing the work of the Holy Spirit as a result of that.

1. Minister's ‘Solitude : Minister's Bible Study for Corporate Worship
Preparing for worship is worship in itself. In the Three-Strand Bible Study,
the starting point for worship is the minister's time of ‘solitude’ before the Word.
The Three-Strand Bible Study is fundamentally about meditating and studying the

same passage with the congregation for one week and seeking God's will together.

2. Meeting the Word through Corporate Worship
As recorded in the Bible, the Word of God has vitality and momentum.108

107. Haddon W. Robinson & Torrey W. Robinson, 1912 LHZ{E|E MW 36
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Being alive means having life, which means that it is impossible to make predictions.
Therefore, humans cannot predict what kind of impact, result, and fruit the Word will
bear. In Scriptural Ministry, worship and sermon time means discovering and enjoying a
completely different meaning from the preacher’'s sermon or personal Bible study.
Corporate worship is a time when each believer's meditated Word from personal study

meets the preacher’s sermon and a time for the Holy Spirit to communicate and work

3. Facing the Word as a Community
In corporate worship, when the preacher’'s ‘solitude’ in the Word meets the
believers’ meditation of ‘solitude’ in the Word, the Word is able to spread to the
whole community. It is experiencing the church becoming one in corporate worship.
In the Three-Strand Bible Study, we seek and pursue such dreams and direction

where the church community moves forward together with shared dream and vision.

C. ‘Being Together before the Word: Small Group Bible Study
God desires that His Word is spread to all His people. Therefore in the Bible,
God spoke and said to bind His promises on the wrist and wear them as symbols on the

forehead.!9 The Church must enable the believers to “being together” before the Word.

1. ‘Solitude’ as a Grace for Whole Community
The church must enjoy and relish “being together” before the Word. To
achieve this, the believers must first experience ‘solitude’ before the Word. And this
‘solitude” is to reflect on oneself before the Word, facing one’s own weaknesses and
shortcoming through the Word. And then one can move forward “being together” by

sharing and revealing one’s own weaknesses to the community before the Word.

108. For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes
of the heart. (Heb 4:12)

109. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them
on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. (Deut. 6:8-9)
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2. Discovering ‘Being Together through ‘Solitude’

In the small group setting of the Three-Strand Bible Study, the members
share from their personal bible studies. It is important to diagnose their own state
before the Word before pouring out their emotions, feelings, and other conditions.
By making their interpretations collide with the Word, the Word speaks to them,
and it is essential for the community to help find solutions to their contextual life

issues by discovering deeper meaning of the Word.

3. Invitation to ‘Being Together’

In the Three-Strand Bible Study, there are three interconnected flows that
influence one another. Those who experience the grace of ‘solitude’ before the
Word discover more and more amazing truths and grace that God has prepared
through the worship service. Also, they can experience the fullness of ‘being
together’ within small groups. In other words, this Three-Strand Bible Study is

entirely organic and holistically interconnected.

V. Conclusion

The purpose of this research is to find the proper pastoral ministry through
the Three-Strand Bible Study for Korean immigrant churches in the US that are
wounded and are still in pain. For this purpose, the research examined the wounds
and pains present in the history of Cleveland Korean Presbyterian Church where the
researcher is currently serving and presented the reason and the diagnoses for the
need of such Scriptural Ministry. Then the research presented the Three-Strand Bible
Study models based on biblical evidence, Bonhoeffer's community, and inductive
Bible study. I hope this research will be used to assist Korean immigrant churches
with wounds and pains. This research hopes to provide a fresh way for ministers
who are looking for solutions in the Word and want to do Scriptural Ministry,

discerning and actualizing God’s heart and will in church ministry.
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Church Small Group Leader Handout (February 5th, 2023)
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Based on Acts 1:3-26 which was handed out one week before on Jan 28th
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Educational material for Bible Study at Cleveland Korean Church
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Bible Study Methodology for ‘Solitude’ before the Word
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